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For Immediate Release:
National Office Furniture Receives Governor’s Award for Environmental Excellence in Pollution Prevention
JASPER, Ind., September 27, 2018 - National Office Furniture, a unit of Kimball International, Inc., has been recognized
by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) as a recipient of the Governor’s Award for
Environmental Excellence. National was awarded this honor in the Pollution Prevention category for its robotic finish
technology which was identified as an exemplary and innovative environmental project with measurable results.
“We are very pleased to receive this award,” said Wendell Sloan, National’s Director of Manufacturing. “Our robotic
automated finish line reinforces our culture of continuous improvement in serving our customers by utilizing technology in
a cost efficient manner while improving pollution prevention efforts within our community.”
This robotic system is one of the first of its kind in the United States in the woodworking industry. The technology creates
a reduction in product throughput time and material usage. Halogen curing ovens have replaced the older electric ovens
that remained on throughout the day to maintain temperatures. Designed for on-demand operations, the Halogen ovens
only operate when product is present, automatically turning off once target temperatures are met, therefore reducing
electrical consumption. With this new robotic technology, National was able to consolidate two traditional finishes lines
into one state-of-the-art automated finish application line.
“I am pleased to award this year’s Governor’s Awards for
Environmental Excellence,” said Bruno Pigott, commissioner of
the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM).
“These projects demonstrate the excellent work that our Hoosier
businesses, governmental agencies, organizations, and
communities are doing to protect and improve our environment.”
National Team, pictured left to right: Torrey West, Process Engineer;
Wendell Rusher, Finish Operations Manager; Aaron Smith, Senior
Chemical Engineer; Alex Mlsna, Senior Research and Development
Engineer; Chris Knies, Seating Environmental Coordinator; Rhonda
Scherer, Environmental Compliance and Sustainability Manager; Steve
Goffinet, Casegoods Environmental Coordinator

About the Indiana Department of Environmental Management:
The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM) implements federal and state regulations regarding the
environment. Through compliance assistance, incentive programs, and educational outreach, the agency encourages
and aids businesses and citizens in protecting Hoosiers and our environment. For more information about IDEM, visit
www.idem.IN.gov.
About National Office Furniture:
National Office Furniture, a brand unit of Kimball International, Inc. (NASDAQ: KBAL), is a Jasper, Indiana-based
manufacturer of high-quality office furnishings. Since 1980, National has built a reputation for excellence with stylish
furniture of exceptional value; a dedication to personalized service; product designs that reflect a passion for the user’s
comfort and productivity; and a commitment to environmental responsibility. National operates facilities in Santa Claus
and Jasper, Indiana; and Fordsville and Danville, Kentucky. For more information about National and its products, visit
www.NationalOfficeFurniture.com.

